
DISCOVER  
THE ARTS 
WITH ADFAS

2017 PROGRAMME 
For full details, lecture information and 
contacts,  
visit adfasnewcastle.org.au or
email secretary@adfasnewcastle.org.au

ADFAS members also  
receive ArtLife, an annual 
national arts magazine.
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Art on the Ice
Photography as Art
Australian Garden Design
Corrigan Collection 
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Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society
ADFAS NEWCASTLE

One Day of Creation by Rae Richards courtesy 
David Middlebrook and David Scotman

BRING THE ARTS TO LIFE
ADFAS, an association of societies dedicated  

to the appreciation of art

ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIAN
DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETIES

Patron Mrs Patricia Robertson OAM
President Mr Julian Bickersteth
Vice Presidents Mr Geoffrey Edwards

Mrs Marlena Jeffery

Jill Bale

ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN

ADFAS NEWCASTLE COMMITTEE
Chairman Lindy Henderson 49293762
Vice-Chairman Judy Wotton 49293773
Secretary Kathy Heinrich 49278053
Treasurer Richard Jennings 0402149480 
Membership Officer Cathy Tate 49521116
Committee Members Robyn Traill 49293762

John Hendriks 0418236730
Rae Richards 49265375
Greg Hansen 49291995
Anne Morris 49292296

Sandra Lloyd 49291609

ADFAS 
LECTURES
ADFAS societies present a series of quality lectures 
by leading UK and Australian experts. Each lecture 
is followed by light refreshments  
and a convivial social forum. Learn more about:

l Fine art paintings
l Indigenous art
l Sculpture
l Architecture

l Photography
l Literature
l Garden design
l Music

ABOUT US
ADFAS was first established in Sydney in 1985 
and was inspired by the National Association of 
Decorative & Fine Arts (NADFAS) in the UK. 

There is now an extensive network of local ADFAS 
societies across regional and metropolitan Australia. 

ADFAS is relevant to anyone with a broad  
interest in the arts and is open to everyone.  
No prior knowledge required.

WHAT OUR MEMBERS SAY ...

“ADFAS offers me a 
unique opportunity 
to learn and 
appreciate the 
beautiful.”

“The lecture content was 
complex and well written with   
a delightful mixture of facts and 
fun, making it totally absorbing 
and thoroughly enjoyable.”



“MAN SHOULD HEAR A LITTLE MUSIC, 
READ A LITTLE POETRY, AND SEE A FINE 
PICTURE EVERY DAY OF HIS LIFE.” Goethe

JOIN ADFAS TODAY 
For full details, lecture information and contacts,  
visit adfasnewcastle.org.au or
email secretary@adfasnewcastle.org.au

Monday 10th July 2017

Monday 14th August 2017

Monday 16th October 2017

MS SOPHIE OOSTERWIJK: WINE WOMEN 
AND SONG? DUTCH GENRE PAINTING

On the surface, seventeenth-century society 
in the Dutch Republic might strike modern 
viewers as staunchly calvinistic, nonetheless, 
there was clearly another side to society, as 
genre paintings can reveal to us. The scenes 
in the work of Johannes Vermeer may seem 
above reproach, they are a contrast to his 
contemporaries Pieter de Hooch, Jan Steen 
and Gabriel Metsu. This genre may actually 
try to tell us more about art and society in 
the Dutch Republic.

MR. NIGEL BATES: TANTRUMS AND TIARAS

We take a look at the life backstage at 
the Royal Opera House Covent Garden in 
London and the tribulations and triumphs 
of working with the Royal Opera and the 
Royal Ballet companies.  We look at the way 
artistic inspirations, the people involved and 
the unique building all function together 
to create world-class opera and ballet in a 
unique environment.

MS GHISLAINE HOWARD: THE CUISINE OF 
ART AND THE ART OF CUISINE

This lecture will be a feast for the eyes 
and tickle the taste buds. It will feature the 
art, anecdotes and recipes of artists who 
loved their food. We will discuss Toulouse 
Lautrec, famous in his day for his truly 
fabulous meals and infamous cookbook, 
Renoir who introduced Paris to the 
pleasures of Provencal peasant cooking as 
well as Monet, Cézanne, Picasso. We have 
prepared a special recipe booklet for you- 
so bring a pen.

MR JAMES BOLTON: ROMANS AND ROSES.

The lecture explores the development of 
Italian gardens from the Emperor Hadrian’s 
1st Century garden at Tivoli to modern 
day. The Renaissance saw an explosion of 
garden making, principally around the new 
villas being built outside Florence and later 
round Rome. Thereafter the Italians went 
all English and landscape gardens replaced 
the formality that had presided until then. 
The 20th Century has seen a resurgence of 
Italian gardening represented Landriana, 
and the gardens of Ninfa.

Monday 13th November 2017

PROF JOHN MAYNARD: TRUE LIGHT AND 
SHADE: JOSEPH LYCETT, ARTIST.

John Maynard discusses the life of the 
convict artist John Lycett. Joseph Lycett’s 
painting powerfully capture in intimate 
detail Aboriginal life, a rare record of 
Aboriginal people within the vicinity 
of Newcastle and how they adapted to 
European settlement before cultural 
destruction impacted on these groups. 

“ART WASHES AWAY FROM THE SOUL THE
DUST OF EVERYDAY LIFE.” Pablo Picasso

MR ROBERT KETTON: WRITING THE RAILS

Perhaps it’s the rhythm of the motion, or 
the romance of a journey, or simply the 
experience of being in such close contact 
with our fellow passengers that makes trains 
such a great source of literary inspiration. 
From the time Stephenson’s Rocket to the 
latest high-speed train railways have been 
a fertile source of plot and character for 
writers. Using a mixture of prose and poetry, 
Robert will explore the ways in which the 
railway has been used as a context for tales of 
romance, adventure, crime and punishment.

Monday 19th June 2017 Monday 11th September 2017

MR PAUL ATTERBURY : NEW HORIZONS 
(EMIGRATION)

During the reign of Queen Victoria, 11 
million people left Britain to seek a new 
life in distant lands. This mass emigration, 
crucial in the development of countries 
such as Australia and New Zealand. Among 
the most poignant reminders of the waves 
of 19th century emigration are remarkable 
paintings and drawings documenting the 
experience of emigration, from the process of 
leaving home to the often painful experience 
of coming to terms with a new world.

MS DIANNE FIRTH : INSPIRATION FROM THE 
LAND.

Making quilts for warmth, comfort and 
beauty has a long tradition in Australia. More 
recently, the art quilt movement where quilts 
are appreciated as art has developed into a 
strong and vital artform. In this presentation 
Firth provides an overview of contemporary 
quiltmaking in Australia, traces the 
development of the art quilt movement, and 
shows how inspiration from the land and 
patterns of nature inform the Australian 
quilters’ art making.

MS ZARA FLEMING: BHUTAN - THE 
KINGDOM OF THUNDER

Bhutan, known by its inhabitants as Druk Yul 
or land of the Thunder Dragon. This lecture 
explores the history, art and culture of this 
extraordinary country, which for centuries 
has preserved its traditional Buddhist values.  
Over the last few decades there have been 
many changes; such as the introduction of 
roads, television and tourism. Will Bhutan 
be able to maintain the fine balance between 
tradition and modernity without diminishing 
its very unique culture.

Monday 6th March 2017

Monday 15th May 2017

Monday 10th April 2017


