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From the Chairman’s 
Desk
Welcome to ADFAS. We are delighted that you have decided to join - or rejoin  
our Society and we hope that you will have a long and happy experience as a 
member of ADFAS Newcastle.

The ADFAS year got off to a flying start with the first events a Special Interest Morning 
and lecture by the altogether remarkable Mr Paul Atterbury. He enjoyed a private 
tour of the Newcastle Museum with Manager Julie Baird, and then she interviewed 
him on ABC Facebook on his way to the train on Tuesday morning.  A packed couple 
of days, but Paul seemed to glide through it. 

John Maynard is Professor of Aboriginal History at the University of Newcastle and we 
are lucky to have had such an esteemed scholar give our Eleventh Newcastle Lecture. 
His careful analysis of the visual record fascinates me, and I trust you also found food 
for thought in his way of looking and sharing his insights. 

Vice Chairman Judy Wotton and I attended the Association of ADFAS Council and 
Annual General Meetings at the end of March. We both came away from two full 
days of meetings and workshops with our heads abuzz with new ideas. We are now 
thinking hard about what we can implement in Newcastle to make ADFAS even 
better. 
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One innovation is the raffle which we plan 
to hold at each lecture. Many Societies 
use a raffle to raise money for Young Arts 
projects, so we will follow suit, with tickets 
$2 each or 3 for $5, drawn at the lecture, 
and the winner taking home a handsome 
book. This will help us sustain our Young 
Arts programme at a consistently high 
level. I thank you all for your continued 
support for Young Arts. 

You will see a notice elsewhere in this 
newsletter (and in your email in-box) 
for an exclusive tour of the exhibition 
Abstraction: Celebrating Australian 
women abstract artists at the Newcastle 

Art Gallery. 
I notice that we have acquired some new 
members since the beginning of the 
year. You are most welcome! Please take 
some time to explore the websites www.
adfas.org.au for general information, and 
www.adfasnewcastle.org.au Do contact 
any committee member if you have any 
questions. I do hope you find ADFAS to 
your liking and enjoy the lectures, our 
other activities and the opportunity to 
meet people over a glass of wine and a 
sandwich. Existing members will, I feel 
sure, do their best to make you feel at 
home.

ADFAS Newcastle began its Church Recording journey back 
over 12 years and four Chairmen ago when the late Denise 
Frost was chairman. Denise invited willing members,  who 
all equipped themselves with  “Inside Churches - A guide to 
Church Furnishings”.  Back in those days there was very little 
to guide people about how to proceed with this task and 
the idea unfortunately had to be moved to the back burner.  
During Gwen Hamilton’s chairmanship the then committee 
formed a subcommittee and resurrected the idea. Things had 
changed within AADFAS and the National Church recording 
coordinator Sue Aire was providing guidelines for societies to 
embark on this much needed task. 

A small team of committee and ex committee members set 
to work with the initial assistance of Sue Aire. We learned on 

the job and worked step by small step in a clockwise manner 
around  St John’s,  taking each of the specific recordable 
things in groups and describing them in careful measured 
detail. This way all the stone work, woodwork, metal work, 
stained glass and linen were recorded methodically and with 
descriptive accuracy in accordance with the guidelines now 
laid down. 

Two of the team spent time in the archives at Newcastle 
University and we owe Gionni  di Gravio our thanks for his 
assistance in this exercise.

Special thanks must go to the Rectors of St John’s who have 
graciously accommodated us being at the church on one 
Friday and one Monday of each month for some 8 years. 

ADFAS Newcastle Branch is carrying out the Church Recording of St. John’s Anglican Church at Cooks Hill 
Newcastle. St John’s is the oldest church building in Newcastle, dating to the 1860s.

Church Recording Report

Your 2017 
Programme
On behalf of the
committee a very warm 
welcome to our new members. 
We are delighted to have so 
many members renewing for 
another exciting year.

6th March - Mr Paul Atterbury
New Horizons: Emigration

10th April - Prof John Maynard
True Light and Shade: Joseph Lycett, 
Convict Artist

15th May - Ms Zara Fleming
The Kingdom of Thunder

19th June - Mr Robert Ketton
Writing the Rails

10th July - Ms Sophie 
Oosterwijk
Wine, Women and Song? Dutch Genre 
Painting

14th August - Mr Nigel Bates
Tantrums and Tiaras

11th September - Ms Ghislane 
Howard
The Cuisine of Art and the Art of Cuisine

16th October - Mr James Bolton
Romans and Roses

7th November - Ms Dianne Firth
Inspirations from the Land

Ural Tansykbayev - Crimson Autumn
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A small subcommittee led by Jane Smith until she became 
chairman and then Paul Johnson bravely took on this task 
because he had an interest in antiques. Paul with the able 
assistance of Glenda Hadley, both an ADFAS member and 
also a parishioner of St John’s, are now in the final stages of 
proofreading and readying the material for the printers. 

Phil Alexander very kindly took many photos for us early in the 

project and subsequently Paul and Glenda have also added to 
this collection, enabling a fine selection of photos for the final 
product. 

I trust this snapshot gives members some insight into the 
project undertaken in the name of ADFAS Newcastle and for 
which there will be a lasting record as a fine outcome. 

We recently enjoyed the 11th Annual 
Newcastle Lecture. Prof. John Maynard, 
Professor of Aboriginal History at the 
University of Newcastle, spoke on the 
life and work of the convict artist Joseph 
Lycett. 

As far as we know, Newcastle is the 
only ADFAS Society to offer a specific, 
named lecture such as our Newcastle 
Lecture, which began as a bold initiative 
of the 2006 committee. The inaugural 
Newcastle ADFAS Lecture was held at 
the Newcastle Region Art Gallery on 
October 23, 2006. The core requirements 
were for the lecturer to be a talented 
Novocastrian, or for the lecture to be 
about Newcastle arts past or present.  
The concept of the lecture was to 
present and feature local lecturers of 
the traditionally high ADFAS standard.

These were impressively exemplified by 
the Gallery Director, Nick Mitzevich, and 
Lisa Slade, an art history lecturer from 
the University of Newcastle. In the lovely 
gallery setting, and amid the objects of 
their talk, they described the Strange 

Cargo exhibition from the gallery’s 
collection of contemporary Australian 
art which then toured regional galleries 
in Queensland, NSW and Victoria. The 
100 members who attended were 
enthralled and enlightened by the 
quality of the content and presentation, 
and enjoyed the wines and supper 
afterwards.

Its success ensured the planning of 
the second Newcastle ADFAS Lecture 
to take place at the end of the 2007 
programme with local map collectors 
and medical identities, Christine and 
Robert Clancy. And the rest is history!  

ADFAS members have since heard 
from Wayne Stuart, who talked about 
the Stuart and Sons piano in the 
Harold Lobb Concert Hall, Prof. Steffen 
Lehmann whose vision for Newcastle’s 
urban landscape bowled us over, and, 
in 2009 the Director of the Newcastle 
Art Gallery, Ron Ramsey, whose lecture 
was entitled ‘Grounded by Art: the 
development of art galleries and 
philanthropy in Australia’. Then there 

was the legendary Bernie Curran on art 
and politics in Augustan Rome, Marcus 
Westbury on the successful Renew 
Newcastle project and its extension to 
other cities, and Prof. Ken Dutton on the 
history of art and music in Newcastle 
‘before the Cultural Centre’. 

In 2014 Margaret McBride described 
in detail the work of women artists in 
the Hunter from colonial times to 1970, 
followed in 2015 by Donna Burrell who 
talked about the arts centre and school 
she has created at Newcastle West. Last 
year’s Newcastle Lecture took us to 
Christ Church Cathedral in the form of a 
talk and recital by musicians Christopher 
Allen and Peter Guy, another departure 
from our usual lectures, but again 
displaying the high standards of 
scholarship and performance that 
we have come to expect from the 
Newcastle Lecture. 

It is hard to imagine the ADFAS Newcastle 
year without this now traditional part 
of our offering to members and their 
guests.

The Newcastle Lecture

St John’s Church - Cooks Hill
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Aborigines Resting by a Camp Fire
Near the Mouth of the Hunter River

10th April
True Light and Shade: Joseph 
Lycett, convict artist

Professor John Maynard, in his April 
Lecture spoke of Joseph Lycett. The 
artist, Joseph Lycett, was transported 
to NSW in 1814 and his paintings are 
a remarkable record of Aboriginal 
people during the British colony’s 
early history. Joseph Lycett began 
his career in England forging bank 
notes. He was caught, convicted and 
transported for his crime in 1811 
to the colony of New South Wales, 
eventually ending up in the harsh 
Coal River settlement.

Lycett arrived in Newcastle at the 
same time as Captain James Wallis, who was keen to have 
visual records of settlement. Lycett was an exceptionally 
accomplished painter. He sketched the developing township 
and buildings, and spent time observing and drawing the 
local Awabakal and Worimi people.

Such is the detail in the pictures, that Lycett must have 

established a close connection to Aboriginal people. His 
powerful paintings reveal much about Aboriginal life: 
specific tools used in hunting, food gathering practices, 
family dynamics and customs; scenes that are meticulously 
detailed. The paintings also show interaction between settlers 
and Indigenous people. Lycett was the first European artist 
to record many Indigenous ceremonies, including intimate 
initiation scenes during corroborees.

C.F.A. Voisey interior,1988

Special Interest 
Morning (SIM)
SIMs are an in-depth treatment of a specific topic that is 
quite separate from the night time lectures.
The SIMs are held at 10am at:
The Newcastle Club
40 Newcomen St
Newcastle NSW 2300

6th March: Mr Paul Atterbury

For the second year running, the first ADFAS event was a 
Special Interest Morning when Paul Atterbury was ADFAS’s 
guest lecturer at the Newcastle Club on 6 March. Paul is a 
renowned expert in a wide range of areas relating to the 
art, architecture and design of the 19th 
and 20th centuries and the social forces 
behind them. He is most familiar to 
us for his regular appearances on BBC 
TV’s Antiques Roadshow, but he also 
has a distinguished career as a curator, 
historical consultant and writer.  It wasn’t 
at all surprising that ADFAS achieved a 
recent record attendance, with all places 
being filled in record time, meaning 
that some members were disappointed. 
So here is a short report about the SIM, 
especially for those who missed out.

Paul treated us to two full lectures, and 
for the record, wore a signature striped 
jacket. He spoke first about the Arts and 

Crafts Movement which greatly influenced house and garden 
design towards the end of the Victorian era as domestic 
spaces were redefined and the lifestyles of the occupants 
came to be the primary focus of the house and its garden. 
We heard not just about the work of design luminaries such 
as William Morris, architect Edwin Lutyens and gardening 
writer Gertrude Jekyll, but how these impacted on everyday 
living. Excellent slides highlighted the various faces of English 
architecture and interiors, and the way in which these were 
shaped by contemporary ideas of urban and domestic design 
and the aspirations of home owners and occupants. 

This lecture was followed by an exploration of the development 
of domestic interiors during the twentieth century. In his 
lecture ‘At Home in the 20th Century’ Paul took us on a 
convoluted, fascinating and often amusing journey through 
100 years of changing fashions in home decorating, all too 
many of which were painfully familiar. Paul lays the blame 
at the feet of the women, whose access to magazines and 
retail stores fuelled their enthusiasm for ‘interior decorating’ 
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Tours with ADFAS 
Travel
Did you know that ADFAS Travel is a branch of a 
successful Sydney-based travel agency? Academy 
Travel are well known for their art, architecture and 
history focused small group tours. You may have 
also come across their renowned tours especially 
tailored to the needs of senior high school and 
university students.

Each year ADFAS offers a stimulating 
range of small group cultural tours, 
open to anyone who enjoys going 
beyond the ordinary. All ADFAS tours 
feature carefully planned itineraries, led 
by an expert tour leader, often an ADFAS 
or NADFAS lecturer, and a maximum 
group size of 22. Tour leaders go to a 
real effort to provide exclusive access 
to some of the less visited features of 
the places visited and to explain the 
significant history, architecture and art 
of each destination. It’s an added bonus 
to meet ADFAS members from all over 
Australia, but hardly surprising as we all 
share many of the same interests.
The income ADFAS derives from the 
commission it gains from ADFAS Travel 

tours also counts. Without this boost to the Association’s 
income, the fees each and every one of us contributes through 
our annual membership of ADFAS, and which pays for 
lecturers’ travel, maintaining and updating the website, ArtLife 
magazine and so on, would inevitably rise considerably. Such 
a good 4 star way to do a good turn for ADFAS! 
This year trips to New Zealand and Tasmania have been 
included as members have expressed a preference for shorter 
holidays, and trips closer to home.  But you can also go to 
Spain, Germany, China, Japan, Morocco, Italy ….
It’s worth looking at https://adfastravel.com.au when you are 
next planning a holiday. 

and resulted in a rapid succession of fashions. Whether or not 
that is true (it did cause some consternation among those 
present) we did all get the chance to identify the influence of 
the steamlined Art Deco, the clean-lined Scandanavian, the 
many-lined ‘country’ or French provincial or more recently the 
minimalist,  on our own homes. And who now admits to having 
an aubergine feature wall, kitchen cabinets suspended from 
the ceiling above laminex benchtops, a huge entertainment 

cabinet with TV and stereo record player or a floor carpeted in 
multi-coloured Axminster?
In between, we enjoyed the Club’s traditional SIM offering of 
Devonshire tea and a chance to chat.
PS. Inside information from the chairman: Paul has no time for 
scatter cushions, especially in hotel rooms. He describes his 
striped jackets as his ‘uniform’ and doesn’t wear them outside 
‘work’ – for which he retains a boyish enthusiasm. 

ADFAS in the 
community
ADFAS is undertaking a new project similar to the 
current Church Recordings; the recording of the Schools 
of Arts buildings and Mechanics’ Institutes. These public 
places, sometimes humble timber structures, sometimes 
grand “statement” buildings, have served communities 
well, some for almost 150 years, and survive to tell a 
story of ambition, aspiration and the best of the human 
spirit.

ADFAS’S Schools of Arts / Mechanics’ Institutes

In May 2016, Marlena Jeffery, National Vice Chairman of 
ADFAS, Helen Creagh, an archivist and Marlena, Co-ordinator 
of the ADFAS Schools of Arts/Mechanics’ Institute project, 
presented a very interesting Special Interest Morning to our 

members and invited guests.  From this, nine members and 
friends volunteered to research Schools of Arts and similar 
buildings in our area. Some buildings have disappeared but 
some of their history remains, while others have reinvented 
themselves by being hired out to various organisations and 
groups. Others are simply derelict. The buildings currently 
being researched are Wickham, Stroud, Merewether, Tighes 
Hill, Paterson, Vacy and East Gresford, depending on the 
location of the volunteers, who work at their own pace with 
no stated deadlines. They have an opportunity to get together 
about every second month to help each other and share their 
findings. The aim is not to provide an academic study, but a 
report of the social contribution the buildings made to the 
community.

Our former Chairman, Gwen Hamilton, watched the 
deterioration of the fine Wickham School of Arts building 
for so long, that she decided to find out more, thus starting 
our society’s involvement. The Merewether School of Arts 
no longer exists, but it was opposite the Mary Ellen Hotel.  
The Tighes Hill School of Arts is now hired out to a make-up 

A bucolic scene - Tasmania
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Newcastle Art Gallery 
Excursion
You have already received an invitation on 22 May to the 
National Gallery of Australia (Canberra) exhibition at the 
Newcastle Art Gallery Abstraction - just after it opens. This 
exhibition will take audiences on a journey from the early 
20th century to the present day, with many works from 
the National collection which have rarely been on display. 
The exhibition reveals the remarkable contribution made 
by Australian women artists in the a broad range of media 
including painting, sculpture, and the applied arts. You will 
hear an expert commentary on the works on display and the 
women who created them, and of course a delicious morning 
tea.  Treasurer Richard Jennings is in charge of bookings 
(numbers strictly limited) but Lindy Henderson 0418 114 164 
is happy to answer any questions.

Anne Dangar ‘Un composition, pochoir’ 1936, National 
Gallery of Australia, Canberra

school.  The Vacy School of Arts was 
originally owned by the Cory family, 
early landowners of the area; the East 
Gresford School of Arts is now owned 
by the Anglican Church.  The researcher 
of the Stroud School of Arts is studying 
it as her parents held their wedding 
there. Trove documents describe 
its beautiful dance floor, library and 
movies. Other significant applications 
are the Menckens-designed Hamilton 
Mechanics’ Institute currently being 
incorporated as part of a new Atrium 
apartment building, and the Hunter 
Prostate Cancer Alliance housed in the 
beautifully preserved Waratah School of 
Arts. 

This is an extremely interesting and 
useful local history project which may also attract the 
attention of other members.  If you would like to become 
involved, please contact Judy Wotton.  Also, the records 

produced by other ADFAS societies on their local Schools of 
Arts/Mechanics Institutes can be seen on the ADFAS website 
www.adfas.org.au – ADFAS in the Community, Schools of Arts/
Mechanics’ Institutes.

Literary Institute - East Maitland

Thirtieth Anniversary Celebrations 

The thirtieth anniversary of the first ADFAS lecture to be 
held in Newcastle will be 21 March 2018. 

The first ever lecture, delivered by Anna Clark, was held at 
the Newcastle Region Art Gallery (as it then was) and the 
subject was Eighteenth Century English Silver. 

Your committee is making plans for a suitable celebration 
to take place early next year. Watch this space.


